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OVERVIEW
 
The International Society of Biocuration (ISB), together with the African Bioinformatics Institute (ABI),
the African Genomics Data Hub (AfriGen-D) and the Sickle Africa Data Coordinating Center (SADaCC), 
are organizing the 19th Annual International Biocuration Conference, which will be held for the first 
time on the African continent, from 20 to 24 April 2026, in Cape Town, South Africa. The 19th Annual 
International Biocuration Conference brings together curators, developers, as well as clinical and life 
sciences data users to share knowledge, foster collaboration and advance the growing field 
of biocuration. Delegates will engage with the latest tools, methodologies, and best practices of biocuration. Delegates will engage with the latest tools, methodologies, and best practices 
in the discipline. 

https://www.lagoonbeachhotel.co.za/

https://www.lagoonbeachhotel.co.za/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/USsbXY9rTJBbFQWc9
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https://www.lagoonbeachhotel.co.za/
https://www.southernsun.com/stayeasy-century-city?utm_source=google&utm_medium=businesslisting&utm_campaign=hotel_stayeasy-century-city
https://ccconferencecentre.co.za/
https://colosseum.co.za/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/cptcm-cape-town-marriott-hotel-crystal-towers/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
https://be.synxis.com/?_gl=1*yxh8j*_gcl_au*NzIxOTg1MzMxLjE3NTQ4OTM3OTA.*_ga*MTQ1NTk1Mzc1MC4xNzU0ODkzNzkw*_ga_H065VW86QY*czE3NTUxNzE2NDUkbzMkZzAkdDE3NTUxNzE2NTAkajU1JGwwJGgxMTEyMjM1NzIz&adult=1&arrive=2025-09-05&chain=34168&child=0&depart=2025-09-06&level=chain&locale=en-US&rooms=1
https://be.synxis.com/?_gl=1*yxh8j*_gcl_au*NzIxOTg1MzMxLjE3NTQ4OTM3OTA.*_ga*MTQ1NTk1Mzc1MC4xNzU0ODkzNzkw*_ga_H065VW86QY*czE3NTUxNzE2NDUkbzMkZzAkdDE3NTUxNzE2NTAkajU1JGwwJGgxMTEyMjM1NzIz&adult=1&arrive=2025-09-05&chain=34168&child=0&depart=2025-09-06&level=chain&locale=en-US&rooms=1
https://www.blaauwbergbeachhotel.co.za/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/cptbr-protea-hotel-cape-town-waterfront-breakwater-lodge/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/cptmw-protea-hotel-cape-town-mowbray/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
https://www.presidenthotel.co.za/
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Visa requirements
PASSPORTS AND VISAS 

Delegates travelling to South Africa must be in possession of a valid passport that: 

  • Will still be valid for at least 6 months beyond the date of departure from South Africa.
  • Have at least two unused pages for endorsements. 

  

Passport requirement

Visa requirements

mailto:lbh%40evotransfers.co.za?subject=
https://www.ezshuttle.co.za/
mailto:nmsephoko%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.dha.gov.za/index.php/immigration-services/exempt-countries
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ELECTRICAL SPECIFICATIONS FOR TRAVELERS
Most of South Africa’s electricity system operates on a Type M and Type C electrical plug socket with 
a 220-240 V voltage capacity and a 50 Hz frequency. Most hotels also provide dual-voltage two-pin 
razor sockets, supporting both 100–120 volts and 220–240 volts. However, visitors are advised 
to bring a suitable travel adapter if their devices use a diierent plug type.

South Africa has previously experienced scheduled power cuts (known as loadshedding), implemented 
by Eskom, the national power utility in South Africa, to manage the pressure due to high demand. 
While electricity supply has been stable recently, delegates should be aware that loadshedding may 
occur in the future. The EskomSePush application provides schedules and notifications for each area.  
The Hotel is equipped with a suuicient generator and will generally not be aaected.

CURRENCY 
The unit of currency in South Africa is the South African Rand (ZAR), more commonly referred to as R. 
Banknotes are available in denominations of R10, R20, R50, R100, and R200, while coins come in 10c,
20c, 50c, R1, R2, and R5. Major credit and debit cards are widely accepted, and ATMs are easily 
accessible in urban areas. Foreign exchange services are available at airports, banks, and bureaux 
de change (currency exchange ooices) throughout the country. Most International credit cards 
(e.g., Visa, MasterCard) are accepted in a large number of hotels, shops and restaurants.(e.g., Visa, MasterCard) are accepted in a large number of hotels, shops and restaurants.
Foreign exchange agencies are open during weekdays as well as Saturdays.

NB: Delegates are encouraged to notify their bank of their travel plans to avoid any risk of their 
credit card being mistakenly blocked.

https://www.dha.gov.za/index.php/immigration-services/apply-for-a-south-african-visa
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TIMEZONE
South African Standard Time (SAST) two hours ahead of UTC (UTC/GMT+02:00).

TRAVEL INSURANCE
Delegates are advised to arrange appropriate health, travel, and cancellation insurance before 
departure. Please note that the conference organisers cannot accept responsibility or liability for 
any personal injury, illness or loss of personal belongings during their travel or stay.

TELECOMMUNICATION
Phone and internet services are easily accessible in Cape Town. Most global mobile phone networks 
operate in the city, and local SIM cards can be purchased at convenience stores or upon arrival 
at the airport. Many mobile providers also support eSIMs, which allow the activation of a local data 
plan without needing a physical SIM card. However, delegates should ensure that their smartphones 
are compatible with the eSIM technology.

https://www.capetown.travel/plan-your-trip/weather-in-cape-town/
https://www.southafrica.net/gl/en/travel/article/yellow-fever-entry-requirements
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USEFUL CONTACTS 
• Victoria Nembeware: victoria.nembeware@uct.ac.za / +27843173686 

• Lyndon Zass: lyndon.zass@uct.ac.za / +27837998295

• Pertunia Mutheiwana: pertunia.mutheiwana@uct.ac.za 

• Lagoon Beach Hotel Conference Centre and Spa: info@lagoonbeachhotel.co.za 

mailto:victoria.nembeware%40uct.ac.za?subject=
mailto:lyndon.zass%40uct.ac.za?subject=
mailto:pertunia.mutheiwana%40uct.ac.za?subject=
mailto:info%40lagoonbeachhotel.co.za?subject=

